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THE TEXAS WATER SAFARI  
 WORLDôS TOUGHEST CANOE RACE 

 
Legend has it that back around 1962 Frank Brown and Bill ñBig Willieò George decided to take their ñVò bottom boat, 
without a motor, from San Marcos to Corpus Christi.  They accomplished their mission in about 30 days and decided that 
other people should have the opportunity to experience the same journey.  So in 1963 they set up the first Texas Water 
Safari. 
 
The Safari is a long, tough nonstop, marathon canoe racing adventure, which traverses 260 miles of challenging rivers 
and bays.  Although the rate varies from year to year depending on water conditions, in previous Safaris as few as two 
teams out of sixty starters managed to reach the finish line.  Many participants enter the Safari with no intention of 
winning, but with aspirations of joining the elite group of finishers and earning the coveted Texas Water Safari patch. 
 
Entrants must have all provisions, equipment, and items of repair in their possession at the start of the race.  Nothing may 
be purchased by or delivered to a team during the race except water and/or ice.  Each team must have a team captain (18 
years old, or older) whose responsibility it is to follow the team by vehicle (car, truck, or bicycle) to keep track of their 
location and condition and give them water and/or ice.  During the Safari, teams may not receive any assistance of any 
kind except verbal.  Teams must be prepared to travel day and night, nonstop to be competitive, but teams who 
occasionally stop for sleep have been able to reach mandatory checkpoint cutoff times and cross the finish line by the 100 
hour deadline. 

 
Starting Positions  

 
Canoes will be lined up in the water in rows of six (6).  The positions in each row are determined, first by the finish position 
of teams in the Texas River Marathon (AKA, the ñPrelimò); second by date each out of state teamôs completed entry form 
is received; and third by the date each remaining teamôs entry form is received.  Finish position in the prelim race will 
determine five of the six positions in each row.  The sixth position in each row will be given to out of state teams (who do 
not enter the prelim) until after all prelim slots are filled, then placed, as with other entries, in the order that their entry form 
is received.  To hold a starting position earned in the Prelim race, the teamôs completed entry form and fees must be 
postmarked before May 10th, 2010.  No starting position will be assigned until its entry form is complete with all 
information, signatures and fees.  Safari entrants are not required to enter the Prelim; however, the starting position of 
non-prelim racers will be based on their dates of entries into the Safari after all the Prelim slots are filled.  The Texas River 
Marathon, (the Prelim) is from Cuero Hwy 236 to the Victoria City Park boat ramp and is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday, May 1st, 2010. 

 
Checkpoints  

 
It is required that either the team captain or the team members themselves sign the team through all official checkpoints.  
Team members must pass within visual and voice communication of each checkpoint.  (See Rules #3 & #6)  These 
checkpoints will have a Check-In/Out sheet on the back of each checkpoint marker.  Both arrival (Check-in) and departure 
(Check-Out) times will be entered.  The Check-Out entry is the one used for split-time calculations. 
 
Any special instructions or updates in downstream conditions will be posted; therefore, captains should examine the 
checkpoint markers for any updates before their team arrives at the checkpoint.  While it is legal for a team captain to 
meet his team at any bridge crossing or on any property where he has secured permission (except Ottine Dam), official 
checkpoints will be at the following locations.  The side of the river is given as you face downstream, i.e. river right or river 
left.  Position updates will be announced at the briefing or posted on a previous checkpoint marker. 
 
 

Official Checkpoints  
 

1. Staples Dam-(FM 1977 crossing) right side.  A Safari official will record the time and position of each team at 
this checkpoint, but team captains should sign the check sheet. 

2. Luling Hwy 90 ï (roadside park, under bridge) left side. 
3. Zedler Mill-Luling Dam ï left side. 
4. Palmetto State Park ï (old low water crossing) right side. 
5. Gonzales Hwy 183 ï (gravel bar under bridge)right side. 
6. Hochheim Hwy 183 ï bridge -  right side. 
7. Cuero Hwy 766 ï (under bridge) right side. 
8. Cuero 236 ï (under bridge) left side. 
9. Victoria City Park ï (public boat ramp) left side. 
10. Old Swinging Bridge -(private property at the end of canal road, near the Invista plant south of Victoria) left side. 
11. Saltwater Barrier  ï right side. 
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Deadlines for Reaching Checkpoints  

 
For a team to have a reasonable chance of finishing the race by the 1:00 p.m. Wednesday Deadline, cutoffs have been 
established for all checkpoints. Team(s) not reaching a checkpoint by the times posted are officially disqualified. 
 
Checkpoint     Cutoff Time     Elapsed Time  
 
Staples Dam    3:00 p.m. Saturday    6 hours 
 
Luling 90     8:00 p.m. Saturday    11 hours 
 
Zedler Mill-Luling Dam   No arrival cutoff-remains a checkpoint, teams must sign through   
 
Palmetto Park    10:00 a.m. Sunday    25 hours 
 
Gonzales 183    5:00 p.m. Sunday    32 hours 
 
Hochheim    10:00 a.m. Monday    49 hours 
 
Cuero 766 (Cheapside)   3:00 p.m. Monday    54 hours 
 
Cuero 236    10:00 p.m. Monday    61 hours 
 
Victoria City Park    11:00 a.m. Tuesday    74 hours 
 
Dupont     10:00 p.m. Tuesday    85 hours 
 
Saltwater Barrier    8:00 a.m. Wednesday   95 hours  
 
Seadrift     1:00 p.m. Wednesday   100 hours 
 
 

Finis hing Point and Deadline  
 
The finish line for the Safari will be in the immediate vicinity of the flagpole in Bayfront Park, Seadrift, Texas.  Entrants not 
finishing before 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, June 16, 2010 are disqualified. 
 

Awards  
 

Overall: Plaques will be awarded to the first fifteen (15) teams (one trophy per team member) reaching the finish line in 
the least elapsed time, regardless of the type of craft used. There is no limitation as to the type or size of craft, except that 
only human muscle-powered propulsion can be used and is limited to a maximum of six persons. The first team overall 
will also receive the traveling ñArgosy Adventure Trophyò for one year. 
 
Special Recognition:  One trophy per team member and a traveling trophy to be kept by the team for one year and then 
returned to the Safari is awarded to the first place team entered in each of the following divisions:  USCA C-2, USCA C-1, 
Tandem Unlimited, Solo Unlimited, 17ô Aluminum, 18ô Standard, Novice, Mixed (team consisting of two persons; one 
male, one female) and both must finish to receive mixed recognition, Womenôs, and Womenôs Solo.  The Masters 
trophy(s) is awarded to the first person or team consisting entirely of persons over 40 years of age, and the Parent-Child 
tandem trophies to the first qualifying team to finish. 
 
To All Finishers:  One official Team Captainôs patch per team, an official Texas Water Safari patch for each team member, 
and a finisherôs plaque for each team member not receiving another trophy. 

 
 
 

Canoe Specs  
 

Unlim ited (6 Person Maximum)  
There shall be no specification as to the type or size of craft used except that such craft must be propelled only by human 
muscle power and is limited to a maximum of six persons .   
 
Tandem Unlimited  
There shall be no specification as to the type of craft used except that such craft must be propelled only by human muscle 
power and limited to two entrants. 
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Solo Unlimited  
There shall be no specification as to the type of craft used except that such craft must be propelled only by human muscle 
power and limited to one entrant. 
 
USCA C-2 
Teams may use either one of two canoes.  
Canoe #1: (4/32)  Maximum length 18ô6ò, minimum width 14 3/8% of length at the 4ò waterline.  Minimum bow height 
15.5ò, minimum stern height 11.5ò, depth at center 11.5ò.    Limited to two entrants with single blade paddles (no rudders). 
Canoe #2: (3/27)  Maximum length 18ô6ò, minimum width 27ò at the 3ò waterline.  Minimum bow height 15ò, minimum stern 
height 10ò, minimum depth at center 10ò, minimum gunwale width 33ò.  Limited to two entrants with single blade paddles 
(no rudders). 
 
USCA C-1 
Maximum length 18ô6ò, minimum width 14 3/8% of length at the 4ò waterline.  Minimum bow height 15.5ò, minimum stern 
height 11.5ò, depth at center 11.5ò.   Limited to one entrant with single blade paddles (no rudders). 
 
Aluminum  
Limited to aluminum canoes with a maximum length of 17ô4ò which are produced by a regular manufacturer of aluminum 
canoes and having rounded, or ñtraditionalò bows and sterns.  (In other words, Beaver canoes are not allowed).  The only 
acceptable modifications are seat placement and removal of bulkheads (adequate floatation must be replaced if 
bulkheads are removed).  No external hull modifications.  Limited to two entrants, single blade paddles only (no rudders). 
 
Standard  
Canoes are limited to a maximum of 18ô and the width at the 4ò waterline shall be 15% of the length.  Minimum depth of 
bow and stern is 16ò.  Minimum depth at center is 12ò.  Canoes such as the 17ô Beaver, the 18ô Sundowner and Jensen 
18ô by Wenonah, etc will fit in this class.  Any questions about a specific boat should be addressed with the TWS at 361-
785-5500, email texaswatersafari@yahoo.com.  Limited to two entrants, single blade paddles (no rudders). 
 
Novice  
Canoes are limited to stock or non-racing canoes with a maximum length of 17ô6ò.  Most aluminum, ABS Royalex, 
polyethylene, and fiberglass, as well as many older factory made wood canoes will fit this category.  Canoes made of 
Kevlar, and/or having sharp, non-rounded bows and sterns (e.g. Beaver aluminum canoes) are not allowed.  Any 
questions about a specific boat should be addressed with the TWS at 361-785-5500, email texaswatersafari@yahoo.com.  
Furthermore, this class is limited to contestants who have never before completed the Safari.  Limited to two entrants, 
single blade paddles (no rudders). 
Note: ñNovice Classò does not imply novice paddling skills.  Solid paddling skills are mandatory for entry in the TWS.   
 
Special Note:  For any questions concerning canoe specifications or canoe classes contact the TWS at 361-785-5500 or 
email texaswatersafari@yahoo.com.  

Rules  
 

1. All team members (entrants) and team captains will enter this race at their own risk and the Texas Water Safari 
Corporation and its judges, officials, and sponsors will not be liable for accidents to personnel or damage to any 
property or equipment. 

2. The minimum age to race any team event sponsored by the Texas Water Safari Corporation is 13 years 
of age.  You must race with an adult in the boat and an adult mu st remain in the boat for the duration of 
the race.  A parent or legal guardian must be present to sign a waiver of liability for all minors.  
 
The minimum age for any solo classification sponsored by the Texas Water Safari Corporation is 18 
years.      
 
This rule applies to anyone wishing to race in any of the following races: 
 The Texas River Marathon 
 The Swinginô Bridge to Seadrift Canoe Marathon 
 The Texas Water Safari 
 The Jr. Texas Water Safari 

 
3. Each team that enters the Texas Water Safari must have a team captain.  The team captain must be at least 18 

years old.  The team captain must make contact with his/her team at each checkpoint or notify the race officials 
why this required contact was not accomplished.  The team can be disqualified if its team captain fails to make 
this contact, fails to enter it on each Check In/Out sheet, and/or fails to know, at all times, the teamôs location 
(between which consecutive checkpoints). 

4. Only human muscle powered propulsion of boats will be permitted. 
5. All members of a team must travel together in the same boat/canoe and under the same regulation.  Should a 

team member be forced to, or elect to, drop out of the Safari for any reason, the team member may not reenter 
or be replaced.  Relays in any form are prohibited. 

6. The team captain must report to the Race Chairman or Head Judge as soon as his/her team, or a team 
member, drops out of the race and sign them ñOutò at the proper checkpoint.  See ñIF A TEAM DROPS OUTéò. 
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7. All provisions, equipment, and items of repair must be in the possession of each team and listed on the check-in 
sheet at the beginning of the Safari.  Nothing may be purchased by or delivered to an individual or team during 
the entire Safari except under Rule #8. 

8. Only the team captain can give his team fresh water during the race.  He can give them only containers of water 
and/or ice.  Items used to help the team captain make this exchange may not be left in the boat (this is to 
prevent littering or any other use of bags or other containers).  Water with a temperature above that of ambient 
air (artificially heated water) is prohibited.  The team captain may convey water to his team in any manner 
except by boat or canoe.  At no time shall a team have more than one designated team captain.  See ñTEAM 
CAPTAINéINFORMATIONò. 

9. Teams shall not receive help or assistance of any kind (except verbal) during the Safari. 
10. Entrants shall have their designated boat number affixed to both sides of the bow of their boat.  This boat 

number shall be at least 4ò in height and shall be composed of up to four Arabic numerals without leading zeros.  
Entrants will be given the number of their choice provided it is not already taken.  Applicants requesting a 
previously allocated number will be required to make another selection.  It is the responsibility of the entrant to 
provide their own boat numbers. 

11. Canoes must have adequate flotation to float the canoe and gear and a white light for night travel. 
12. Each team is required to have a first aid kit, a snakebite kit and an efficient signaling device (whistle). 
13. Each entrant must have in his or her possession a properly sized, Coast Guard approved, life preserver (pfd) 

and must wear it crossing the bay (INFLATABLES MUST BE INFLATED). Racers who have lost pfd(s) may 
be given a replacement at  the last checkpoint, but will be assessed a penalty of at least 15 minutes for 
each pfd replaced. Racers found in the bay without a pfd for each person in the boat may be 
DISQUALIFIED. Racers found in the bay not wearing a lifejacket will be assessed a pe nalty of at least 1 
hour for each violation.  

14. Teams are required to carry three (3) Coast Guard approved red aerial flares with a current expiration date.  
These flares must satisfy all Coast Guard day and night signal requirements.  Solo paddlers must attach said 
flares to their person (e.g. to a belt or life jacket) while crossing the San Antonio Bay.  These flares are to be 
used to signal for aid only in life threatening situations.  Use of the flares for any other purpose shall be grounds 
for disqualification. 

15. Use of two-way communication devices is illegal, however they may be carried in the boat to signal for aid in life 
threatening situations.  They must be in a sealed bag (not a re-sealable bag).  Use of these devices may be 
grounds for disqualification pending a decision by race officials. 

16. Entrants will be subject to spot checks at any time by judges or officials whose decisions will be final. 
17. Teams must negotiate over, around, under or through all obstacles from the originating point in San Marcos 

along the entire length of the rivers and bays to the finish line in Seadrift.  For any ñshortcutò to be legal, it must 
have a flow of river water through it.  (See ñEXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULEò in the ñDESCRIPTION OF 
COURSEò). Overland portages are not allowed except where necessary for log jams, dams, or bridges.  Teams 
are required to exit the river immediately above each obstacle and return to the water immediately after clearing 
the obstacle.  Use of Ottine Dam by support personnel is strictly prohibited. 

18. The coastal portion of the race shall be that part of Guadalupe and San Antonio Bays from the mouth of the 
Guadalupe River to the finish line in Seadrift, Texas. Lifejackets must be worn crossing the bay (inflatables must 
be inflated).  In case of stormy weather or high wind, teams should follow the shoreline to Seadrift after crossing 
to the east side of Guadalupe Bay.  Contestants may row, paddle, walk, swim, carry, or drag the boat from the 
east side of Guadalupe Bay to the finish line.  They may not enter the Victoria barge canal and, if they choose 
to carry, they must follow the shoreline (i.e. no shortcuts). 

19. Intentional interference with another teamôs progress will be grounds for disqualification. 
20. Pace boats or canoes (i.e. crafts that are paddled or powered that follow or lead Safari entrants for the purpose 

of ñkeeping a team upò or conveying water) are illegal. 
21. Deliberate littering of the river is grounds for disqualification.  Teams should keep their trash in their canoe and 

hand it over to persons on the bank. 
22. In formulating the rules that govern this event, every effort has been made to foresee all situations and 

problems that might arise; however, officials of the Texas Water Safari Corporation retain the right to change or 
amend these rules at any time without liability or recourse from any party regardless of the circumstances.  
Should such changes or amendments be made, all entrants will receive notification of same. 

 
Team Captain Rules and Information  

 
The primary responsibilities of a team captain are to know the location and condition of the team, to supply his/her team 
with fresh water and/or ice, and to sign them in and out each checkpoint.  The team captain is responsible for assessing 
the condition (physical and mental) of a team and advising the team when they should stop and rest for reasons of safety, 
or perhaps, even discontinue the race.  It is the team captainôs responsibility to inform race officials when the condition or 
whereabouts of the team is in serious doubt.  It is then the Head Judgeôs decision when, or if to initiate rescue effort.  See 
Rules #3 & #6 and ñIF A TEAMéOUTò. 

 
It is very important for team captains to remember that the only direct assistance (other than verbal 
instruction and/or encouragement) that they may give their team is to provide them with water and 
ice.  The team captain is the only  person that may give his/her team water, and only  a team captain 
may touch or reach in the boat and remove empty water containers and replace them with full, non -
edible contain ers.   Be sure to empty any leftover juice, koolade, etc which your team may have mixed in the container 

so that if a spot check is done, you are not accused of handing your team something other than water.  Only the team 
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captain may grab, touch, or hold the boat during the exchange of water containers or the removal of trash.  The team 
captain may use lights on the bank to facilitate this exchange of water containers. 
 
Rule #7 states that ñall provisions, equipment, and items of repair must be in the possession of each team at the 
beginning of the Safariòéin other words, the team is not permitted to use your lawn chairs, hammock, or vehicle for 
sleeping accommodation. Furthermore, you may not offer any food, tools, or equipment to your team.  A thorough 
knowledge of the rules is essential to avoid the risk of disqualification. 
 
Rule #20 prohibits deliberate littering of the river.  Therefore, you should be equipped with a trash bag to collect your 
teamôs trash.  The Texas Water Safari does not furnish trash barrels or bags.  Be sure to pick up all trash left behind by 
your team. 
 
Team captains are reminded that one of the most dangerous obstacles to racers are at dams.  It is advisable, at the 
contact point immediately above a dam, for team captains to remind their teams to expect an encounter with a dam before 
their next contact point.  The following public access points are immediately (this could mean 20 miles) above dams: 
Thompsonôs Island above Cummings Dam; Westerfield Crossing above Martindale & Staples Dams; Luling Hwy 90 above 
Luling Dam; Luling Hwy 80 above Ottine Dam; Cuero Hwy 766 above Cuero Dam.  There are several low water crossings 
above Luling that are hazardous at high water levels.  Teams should be reminded to exercise caution at all dams, low 
water crossings, and any other obstacle during the entire Safari. 
 
A team captain may have to be replaced by a substitute at some point during the race.  If a substitution is planned, the 
race judges should be notified in advance.  If something develops during the race, ONE substitution is permissible, but a 
race official must be notified at the earliest opportunity.  The substitute will complete the race as team captain.  At no time 
shall a team have more than one designated team captain. 
 
Please do not trespass.  Ask a landownerôs permission before you enter private property.  Be considerate of and 
courteous to the local people and help clear bridges for traffic. 
 

If a Team Drops Out of the Race  
 
The team captain will sign his or her team out at the checkpoint where the team stopped, or if between checkpoints, at the 
next downstream checkpoint.  If, due to an emergency, you cannot get to the next downstream checkpoint, the team 
captain should contact a race judge via the ham radio operator, or a TWS Judge in Seadrift 361-785-5500.  Give him your 
teamôs boat number, name of team members, where they dropped out, and the time they dropped out.  This information 
prevents wasted energies and/or a needless search for a ñlost teamò.  See ñTEAM CAPTAIN RULESéò 
 

Emergency Number Dial 911  
 

The emergency number 911 is operative in all areas from San Marcos to Seadrift.  The dispatcher handles calls to both 
law enforcement officers and EMS personnel.   
 
If you cannot locate a race official, call one at Seadrift (361) 785-5500. 
 

Course Description  

 
One of the most dangerous obstacles encountered during the race are dams.  Normally the currents above dams are not 
very swift, but the currents below dams can be very dangerous.  Teams should not re-enter the water too close to the 
downstream side of a dam due to strong currents that can carry canoeists and canoes back to the dam.  Caution should 
be exercised at all obstacles, especially dams, during the entire Safari. 
 
The first part of the Safari is on the San Marcos River, which ranges in width from 20 to 50 feet.  Generally, this is the 
portion of the race where entrants encounter the most difficulty.  Most of the canoes that are destroyed on the Safari meet 
destruction on the San Marcos River.  Traditionally, the section of the San Marcos River between Palmetto State Park and 
the Hwy 90A bridge is infested with logjams, which vary in number from five to thirty depending on river conditions.  
Extreme caution should be exercised in watching for water moccasins while portaging log jam. 
 
Entrants should be prepared to portage log jams and other obstacles at night.  Each team should carry several battery-
operated lights for night travel.  Possibly the most dangerous obstacle on the Safari is Ottine Dam, which is approximately 
two miles upstream of Palmetto State Park.  Ottine Dam is situated in terrain where the river is crooked and has very high 
steep banks.  In normal or high river conditions there may be little or no warning of Ottine Dam except a twelve foot 
vertical drop in river lever, similar to a waterfall.  Portage Ottine Dam on the left bank. 
 
Downstream from the Highway 90A bridge, the San Marcos River converges with the Guadalupe River, which ranges in 
width from 50 to 200 feet.  The two largest dams encountered on the Safari are located on the Guadalupe River.  The 
Gonzales Dam is located approximately two miles upstream from the Highway 183 bridge near Gonzales and the Cuero 
Dam is located three miles downstream from the Highway 766 bridge near Cuero.  Caution should be exercised when re-
entering the river below these dams.  The currents below these dams are extremely treacherous and teams should 
portage a safe distance below the dams before putting back in the river. 
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Approximately two miles south of Victoria, downstream from the Highway 59 bridge, there is a fork in the river.  The 
Guadalupe River goes to the right but a very tempting slough or bayou leaves the main river channel at about the 10 
oôclock position.  In low river conditions the choice at this fork is obvious, but in high water conditions, many canoeists 
have been deceived.  Be sure to stay in the river at this point. 
 
There are several logjams that normally form approximately ten miles downstream of the Dupont Plant/Swinging Bridge.  
If the river is clear, the overwhelming consensus of racers is to stay in the main stream.  If the jams form and the shortcuts 
are open around the right side of those jams, these cuts will be recommended.  For any ñshortcutò to be legal, it must have 
a flow of river water through it.  It is not required that there be enough water to paddle completely through the cut, but 
there must be flow. 
 
EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE (places where river or bay water flows, but which are still illegal) are: 
 

1. The left channel around Thompsonôs Island below the road bridge. 
2. The ñCornfield Cutoffò and Blue Bayou cuts below Hwy 59 near Victoria, mentioned above. 
3. The Victoria barge canal and the boat cut between San Antonio Bay and the barge canal. 

 
Approximately 30 minutes below the Hwy 35 bridge near Tivoli, racers will pass a river gauge that resembles a large 
mailbox.  At this point, ñnew cutò or ñtraylor cutò carries most of the river water to the left and the old South Fork goes right.  
If the South Fork is open the consensus is that it is faster, but racers should run this stretch of the river and cross the bay 
before the Safari if at all possible to determine if the South Fork is indeed open or if the ñnew cutò should be used. 
 
Entrants should be prepared for bay conditions, which vary from, smooth as glass to rough water with three to five foot 
waves.  It is advisable to have a spray cover, which can be used to completely enclose the canoe. 
 
The route across the bay will vary according to which cut is used.  If the ñnew cutò is used; upon entering the bay 
contestants will see the Union Carbide Seadrift Plant approximately 5 miles ahead across Mission Lake.  You should head 
generally toward the plant for about ½ mile until you clear several points on Kamey Island (right bank) then head generally 
southeast down Guadalupe Bay toward Seadrift.  There are approximately eight miles of bay from the mouth of the river 
to the flagpole at Seadrift. 
 
If the South Fork is used, upon entering the bay contestants should turn slightly to their right and head for the distant point 
on the left side of the bay, round that point and then work their way to the flagpole at Bayfront Park in Seadrift.  In the 
event of high seas, contestants may wish to cross to the left shore immediately upon entering the bay.  Entering the bay at 
night, contestants should head slightly to the right of the lights of Seadrift, which should put them on a course to hit the 
point on the left side of the bay. 
 
All contestants are urged to run the bay section once to familiarize them with it. 
SPECIAL NOTE: 
At PALMETTO STATE PARK everyone, even team captains and race officials, must purchase an entrance permit.  
 

Future Access Depends on You  
 
For the race, Safari participants have been granted special access or privileges to some private properties (Aquarena 
Springs, Staples Dam, and the Dupont Boat Ramp) and some public properties (the Luling and Victoria City Parks and 
Palmetto State Park).  All participants and spectators are urged to treat landowners and property with respect.  Please 
keep noise to a minimum and leave property in as good as or better condition than you found it.  The reputation of the 
Safari depends on the conduct of all participants: racers, support crews, officials, friends, relatives, and fans. 
 

We Need More Volunteers  
 

The race participation has grown steadily for the past several years.  In 1996 the number jumped from 50 boats to 68 
boats, in 1999 to 79 starters and in 2001 to 113 starters.  The list of officials that can stay on the river past Sunday night is 
very short.  If you would be interested in helping out, please contact us and we will send you a brief outline of 
responsibilities, etc. 
 
For those who have never served as a race official or who want to brush up on their understanding of the rules, 
attendance at the Safari Seminar on February 6th is recommended.  Judges need to attend the check in orientation on the 
Friday before the race and the orientation for officials that is usually scheduled for late Friday afternoon or early Saturday 
morning.  The judgeôs packet is handed out at that time. 
 

Thank You!!!  
 
The Texas Water Safari is a nonprofit corporation.  It is very important for each of us to express our appreciation to each 
of the contributors for their donations each year.  Were it not for these funds, the race might not have survived.  A list of 
these donors and their addresses is available upon request. 
 
We especially thank all the dedicated VOLUNTEERS-Board Members and their families, officials, judges, ham radio 
operators, journalists, and photographers for their contributions of time, energy, publicity, and money (they even pay all 
their own expenses and use up their vacation time).  Some of these people spend the entire 100 hours ñhelping the 
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participants finish within the rulesò as well as many who spend countless hours before and after the raceðall for a free 
Race Official tee shirt and your sincere ñthank youò when you see them on the bank.  Along with the heroic participants, 
these volunteers make this race possible. 

Showers at Seadrift  
 
A room(s) will be provided in Seadrift for showers for those finishers and team captains who cannot secure their own 
rooms.  Everyone using these showers must provide their own towels and soap.  Anyone wishing to spend the night in 
Seadrift should acquire a motel room or plan to camp at the finish line. 
 

Flood Date  
 
The Safari has been postponed only three times in forty seven years, but in the event of a severe flood, the race will be 
held over the July 10

th
  weekend. In that case the check-in will be Friday, July 9

th
 and the start at 9:00 am, Saturday, July 

10
th
.  In the event that a second postponement is required, the second date will be July 24

th
  with check-in on Friday, July 

23
rd.

 
 
  
 

Entry Fee  
 
Early Registration:  The entry form must be complete with all information, signatures and fees and be postmarked on or 
before May 10

th
. 

 
Late Registration:  May 11

th
 through May 24

th
. 

 
Registration Deadline:  The entry must be complete with all information, signatures and fees and be postmarked on or 
before May 24th.  FEES ARE NOT REFUNDABLE. 
 

Safari Seminar 
Are you interested in entering the 2010 Texas Water Safari, but feel that you need a few tips on how to go about it? 
Attend the Texas Water Safari seminar for a free day of training, demonstrations, and advice to help you enjoy a 
successful race. Conducted by Texas Water Safari veterans, the morning session will focus on TWS rules, canoe racing 
in general, and the course. Strokes, maneuvering, training, boat rigging, etc. will be the focus in the afternoon for the 
paddlers, and a separate afternoon session will be held for team captains and officials. All participants are encouraged to 
attend both morning and afternoon sessions.  
 
WHEN:   SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2010 
See the SCHEDULE OF EVENTS for starting time.  
 
WHERE:  SAN MARCO S CITY PARK, SAN MARCOS, TX  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION-----CALL ( 361) 785-5500 OR EMAIL texaswatersafari@yahoo.com  

 
ñTexas Water Safariò and ñWorldôs Toughest Boat Raceò are trademarks of the Texas Water Safari 
Corporation. All rights are reserved. 

 
 
TEXAS WATER SAFARI 
POB 686 
SAN MARCOS, TX 78667-0686 
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